






































NUMBER XII. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





Io be continued every TuuRsDay. 





Tuurspay, March the 22d, 1753. 





To M. FITZ-ADAM. 
S IR, 


CREW T is a great abufe of language, ac- 


en eae) RS condi fr. Lock k 
Qnasawu, cording to Mr. Locke, to make ufe 





to which we have no ideas at all. I fhall only inftance 
in the poor monofyllable Taste. Who has not heard 
it frequently pronounced by the lovelieft mouths in the 


world, when it has evidently meant nothing ? 
I woutp not be thought to require, like an 
ill-bred logician, that every pretty woman, or even 


every pretty man, who makes ufe of the word 
TASTE, 
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Taste, fhould define what they mean by it; that 
would be too cruel; but I fhould rather chufe, when 
they are really confcious to themfelves that they are 
going to utter it without any idea annexed, that they 
would be fo good as to change it for the word Wurm. 
However, as my recommendation will, I am fure, have 
no weight, unlefs it fhould be backed by your cenforial 
authority, I fhall leave them at prefent in the full pof- 
feffion of their favourite word, and proceed to the fubje& 
of my letter. 

You rallied very humoroufly, a few weeks ago, fome 
of the reigning follies of this various ifland under the 
name of our approaches to nature. I hope you have 
likewife taken notice how defirous we are of returning 
to our primeval ignorance under the notion of Taste. 
A name which we are fond of giving to every new folly 
which ftarts up, and to every old exploded abfurdity 
which we are charitably pleafed to revive. Let but that 
commanding word go forth, and on camelion catches his 
colours quicker than we are ready to imbibe follies from 
each other. Whereas Taste, in my opinion, ought 
to be applied to nothing but what has'as ftri@ rules an- 
nexed to it, though perhaps imperceptible by the vulgar, 
as Ariftotle, among the critics, would require, or Do- 
mienichino, among the ‘painters, practice. People may 
have whims, freaks, caprices, perfuafions, and even fe- 
cond fights if théy pleafe,~ but they can have no TasTE’ 
which has not its’ foundation in nature,’ and- which, 
confequently, may be accounted for. 

From a thoufand inftances of our imitative ‘inclinati-' 
ons I fhall fele& one or two, which have been, and ftill 
are, notorious and general. A few years ‘ago every'thing - 
was Gothic; our houfes, our beds, our book-cafes, ‘and 


our 
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our couches were all copied from-fome parts or other of 
our old cathedrals. ‘The Grecian architecture, where, as 


Dryden fays, 


Firm Doric pillars found the folid bafe, 
The gay Corinthian holds the higher fpace, 
And all below is firength, and all above is grace, 


that architecture, which was taught by nature and po- 
lithed by the graces, was totally negleéted. Tricks and 
conceits got poffeffion every where. Clumfy buttreffes 
were to fhock you with difproportion ; or little pillars 
were to fupport vaft weights ; while ignorant people, who 
knew nothing of centers of gravity, were to tremble at 
their entrance into every building, left the roof fhould 
fall upon their heads. This, however odd it might feem, 
and however unworthy of the name of TasTE, was cul- 
tivated, was admired, and ftill has i Its profeffors in diffe- 
rent parts of England. There is fomething, they fay, 
in it congenial to our old Gothic conftitution ; I fhould 
rather think to our modern idea of liberty, which allows 
every one the privilege of playing the fool, and of 
making himfelf ridiculous in whatever way he pleafes. 
AccorpiNG to the pfefent prevailing whim’ every 
thing is Chinefe, or in the Chinefe tafte; or, as it is 
fometimes more modeftly expreffed, partly after the 
Chinefe’ manner. Chairs, tables, chimney-pieces, frames 
for lodking-glaftes, and even our moft vulgar utenfils 
aré all reduced to this new-fangled ftandard ; and with- 
out doors fo univerfally has it fpread, that every gate 
toa ‘cow-yard is in T’s and Z’s, and every hovel for 


the cows has bells’ hanging at the corners. | 
THE 
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‘THE good peopie in the city are, I perceive, ftruck 
with this noveliy ; and though fome of them ftill retain 
the laft fafhion, the Gothic, yet others have begun to 
ornament the doors and windows of their fhops with the 
more modern improvements. 

Hao this tafte prevailed in the latter end of queen 
Anne’s time, the new churches themfelves had doubtlef{s 
been pagoda’s ; nay, it is expected at prefent that the 
Something which is rifing on the building at the horfe- 
guards, if ever it fhould come to a conclufion, will ter- 
minate at laft partly after the Chinefe manner. 

I woutp beg leave, however, to propofe, if our large 
public buildings are to be executed after Chinefe models, 
that we fhould purfue the ufual methods on fuch occa- 
fions. The inoculation for the {mall-pox, and other 
fuch hazardous experiments, were firft executed upon 
condemned criminals. And, in my opinion, an experi- 
ment of this kind fhould firft be tried on an hofpital, or 
a county work-houfe,- Iknow it will be faid in anfwer 
to this, that conveniency is chiefly to be ftudied in edi- 
fices of charity; but is. conveniency to give way to 
Taste? Is the honour of a nation to be lef confidered 
than the particular exigencies of private perfons? It is a 
thoufand:pities that the hofpitals of Chelfea and of 
Greenwich are already built; their fituations are the very 
{pots one would have chofen for a trial of this fort, What 
numbers of little lakes might have .been let in from the 
Thames to wandér: among the, pavilions? And how 
commodioufly might. we have pafled from ward to ward 
by bridges adorned with triumphal arches ? 

T 1 encouragement of this tafte may be worthy of 
the confideration of thofe gentlemen who have great 


poffefions in the ifle of Ely, orthe fens of Lincolnfhire. 
| A 
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A Chinefe town, happily. ftuated, may, attra. inkabitants, 
and make. eftates. in thofe: countries; extremely defirable. 
Marthy grounds, which are mow avoided, will. become by 
this means the moft fought after of any; and we may, live 
to fee the hundreds of Effex crouded with villa’s. But 
I only hint thefe things ta thofe whom they concern, and 
whole intereft it may be to purfue them farther. | My 
intention you perceive is to make Taste ufeful to 
fomebody at leaft, and to affign proper places for the 
exercife of our improved talents. 

ButT while I am promoting the intereft and enter- 
tainment of fome of his majefty’s fubjects, I would 
not wilfully offend others, who may be a little infatu- 
ated through their zeal to their country. Many good 
patriots have been greatly alarmed at the fpreading of the 
French language and the French fafhions fo univer- 
fally over Europe; and have apprehended, perhaps too 
juftly, that their modes of religion and of government 
might infinuate themfelves in their turns. If any pious 
Englifhman fhould have the fame fears with regard to 
the Chinefe cuftoms and manners, I have the fatisfaétion 
to inform him that nothing of that kind can reafonably 
be dreaded. We may reft fecure that our firm faith will 
never be ftaggered by the tenets of Fohi, nor our prac- 
tice vitiated by the morals of Confucius; at leaft we 
may be certain that the prefent innovations are by no 
means adequate to fuch an effect: for on a moderate 
computation not one in a thoufand of all the ftiles, gates, 
rails, pales, chairs, temples, chimney-pieces, &c. &c. &c. 
which are called Chinefe, has the leaft refemblance to 
any thing that China ever faw; nor would an Englifh 
church be a lefs uncommon fight to a travelling manda- 
rin than an Englifh pagoda. I think it neceflary to fay 

thus 
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thus much, in order to quiet the fcruples of confcien- 
Sous perfons, who will doubtlefs be more at eafe when 
they confider that our Chinefe ornaments are not only of 
our own manufacture, like our French filks and our 
French wines, but, what has feldom been attributed to 


the Englifh, of our own invention, 


Iam, SIR, 
Your moft Humble Servant, 


H. S. 


To tHE PUBLIC. 


HEREAS a fubjcription for a fubfidy for 

the ufe of king THEODORE was opened at Tully’s- 

Head im Pall-mall the twenty-fecond of laft month, This is 

to give notice that by order of Mr. Firz-Apam, the faid 

Jubfcription will be clofed on 'Tuefday the 27th of this in- 
Jtant March ; at which time the Jubjidy will be paid in. 


ROBERT DODSLEY. 





LONDON: Printed for R. DODSLEY in Pall-Mall, (where 


letters to the author are taken in) and fold by M. COOPER atthe 
Globe in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 2d. 





